Tests on reinforced concrete exterior beam-column joint sub-assemblages with low column-to-beam strength ratio in the range commonly constructed in practice are reported. Story shear capacity of some specimens were 30% lower of the story shear predicted by the flexural strength of the beam or the column at the maximum, although the joints have enough margins for nominal joint shear capacity by 10% to 50%. The decrease of story shear is larger in the case of the column-to-beam strength ratio is equal or near to unit.
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